Jeremy Levine Endowment Fund
Jeremy Levine Youth Award

Youth Engagement & Leadership Program

Honoring Jeremy Levine's Memory through the Jewish Values which shapes his life:

Community, Connection, Learning and Supporting Young People as They Grow and Thrive.

A program rooted in the values of Jewish community life — learning, kindness, connection,

and the belief that every young person deserves the opportunity to flourish.

About This Program

The Jeremy Levine Endowment Fund provides the financial foundation for the annual Jeremy Levine
Award, ensuring that Am Shalom can recognize one eligible youth each year for leadership, Jewish
engagement, and commitment to community values. Eligibility for the Award comes through active
participation in the Youth Engagement & Leadership Program (YELP).

YELP was created to honour the memory of Jeremy Levine, a cherished son, friend, and member of the
Jewish community. The program reflects core Jewish values — community, learning, kindness, and the
shared responsibility to help young people grow and thrive.

The program serves as a living expression of the belief that a meaningful life is defined not by accolades,
but by the warmth, connection, and goodness we bring to others. The community’s ongoing
commitment ensures that the values Jeremy embodied continue to uplift and inspire future generations.




Section 2 — Program Objectives

The Jeremy Levine Endowment Fund, Jeremy Levine Youth Award and Youth Engagement & Leadership

Program is guided by the following core objectives:

® To honor Jeremy's memory by investing in the growth and well-being of young people in our

community.

® To support youth in pursuing education and meaningful engagement rooted in the values of

Tzedakah, Chesed, and Tikkun Olam.

® To foster connection, belonging, and a sense of responsibility to community — values central to

Jewish life.

® To encourage a love of learning and a commitment to giving back.

Section 3 — Program Components

The program encompasses several interconnected components, each designed to engage youth, honor

Jeremy's memory, and strengthen community bonds:

Scholarship Award Financial support for post-secondary education awarded annually to the
successful recipient(s).

Youth Engagement Youth workshops and events are thoughtfully designed to engage, inspire

Workshops & and empower Jewish youth by fostering leadership, confidence, and a strong

Events sense of community. Through interactive learning collaborative projects and
meaningful discussions. Participants will develop practical leadership skills,
strengthen teamwork and communication, thus building the confidence to

advocate for themselves, their peers, and broader Jewish Community.
*Participation in YELP and Annual Tikkun Olam Project.



Jewish Heritage & Participation will deepen each participants knowledge of Jewish values,
Tradition history, and traditions while fostering a stronger connection to Jewish Life
and community.

Recognition Annual gathering to honor the recipient and memory of Jeremy through
Ceremony story, community, and shared values after Shul Services.

Community Collaboration with local Jewish and broader community organizations to
Partnership strengthen connection and shared purpose.

Section 4 — Eligibility Criteria

Applicants must meet the following eligibility criteria to be considered for the Jeremy Levine Scholarship

Fund:
Age Must be between 14 and 21 years of age at time of application.
*Youth 14-17 years of age may begin working toward the requirements during their high school years, this
allows youth to ensure they are well-prepared to submit their application by the time they enter university
or college.
Jewish Education Must be a graduate of Am Shalom Heritage School.

*Or comparable Jewish education with evidence to support.

Academic Standing Must be enrolled in or accepted to an accredited post-secondary institution
at time of applicate.

A letter of acceptance to a reputable College or University must accompany applications.

Volunteer Hours All candidates must have completed a total of 15 volunteer hours to apply.
10 hours at Am Shalom and 5 hours outside of Am Shalom.

*Example of volunteer hours are: Participating in Am Shalom Shul Services, setting up or cleaning Kiddush,
volunteering at Heritage School as a T.A, volunteering at a Youth Event.
*Participants can earn community service hours required for high school graduation, the Shul will officially

sign off on.

YELP Candidates are required to participate in 3 YELP workshops.
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Tikkun Olam

All applicants must participate in the annual Tikkun Olam group project. Sign
off on completion will be received from the Am Shalom Scholarship

Committee.
*Annual Tikkun Olam Project to be determined by participants for the year/cohort.

Section 5 — Scholarship Details

The following table outlines the key details of the scholarship award:

Award Amount
Number of Awards
Purpose

Renewal

Disbursement

S500 award to be determined annually by the Scholarship Committee.
One (1) award granted per year (subject to change).

To support tuition, books, or education-related expenses.

Award is non-renewable; applicants may reapply in subsequent years.

Awarded directly to the recipient.

*Please note eligibility and submission of an application do not guarantee the award of scholarship funds.

Section 6 — Submission Requirements

All applicants must submit a complete application package. The following items are required unless

otherwise noted:

Application Form

Personal Statement

Completed application form and registration form for YELP (available from
Am Shalom Office or online).

Candidates may submit a personal essay (500—750 words), short video
(minimum 30 seconds), an original song, or a short poem describing they



Academics

Volunteer Hours

Additional Support

are actively living a Jewish life, community involvement, leadership
experience, and future goal.

Proof of enrollment or acceptance to an accredited post-secondary
institution.

Tracked volunteer hours and sign off from an individual or group who can
verify hours have been completed. (Tracker form to be provided by Am
Shalom Office or online).

Supporting materials such as photographs, news articles, or certificates
related to community involvement and volunteer hours.

All application materials should be submitted by the published deadline.
Incomplete applications may not be considered. Please contact the Am Shalom

Office if you require assistance with any component of your submission.

Section 7 — Selection Process

The scholarship committee follows a structured, transparent selection process to ensure fairness and

integrity at every stage:
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1. Application
Review

2. Shortlisting

3. Interview (if
applicable)

4. Final Selection

All submitted applications are reviewed by the Am Shalom Scholarship
Committee for completeness and eligibility.

A shortlist of candidates is identified based on eligibility criteria and strength
of application.

Shortlisted candidates may be invited to participate in an in-person or virtual
interview.

The scholarship committee selects the recipient based on the full assessment
of submitted materials and interview performance.
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5. Notification All applicants are notified of the outcome; and the recipient is announced at
the annual recognition ceremony after Shul Service.

6. Award The scholarship is disbursed directly to the recipient.
Disbursement

Section 8 — About Jeremy Levine

In Memory of Jeremy Levine

Jeremy Levine is remembered with love by his family, friends, and community. His
life was shaped by the Jewish values he carried with him — kindness, community,
learning, and connection — and those values continue to guide and inspire those
who knew him. This scholarship was created not because Jeremy sought
recognition, but because the principles at the heart of who he was are worth
passing forward. His memory is a blessing, and through this program, the values

he cherished will continue to shine.

Jeremy Levine Biography

Jeremy Levine (1988-2025) was a beloved son, friend, and member of the Am Shalom community from
infancy. Raised within the warmth and spirit of Am Shalom, he participated in Hebrew school, services,
holiday celebrations, and studied diligently for his bar mitzvah. Music, prayer, and Jewish learning
provided him with spiritual connection and meaning throughout his life.

Jeremy lived with significant challenges, including Tourette’s syndrome, attention and behavioural
difficulties, addiction struggles, and later severe mental health illness. Through these hardships, his
compassion, humour, courage, and strong Jewish identity remained at the core of who he was.



Jeremy’s parents, Gerald and Elizabeth Levine, are deeply honoured that Am Shalom has established the
Youth Engagement Program in his memory. This initiative reflects the values that shaped Jeremy’s life:
community, connection, learning, and supporting young people as they grow and thrive.

Section 9 — Contact & Program Information

For inquiries about the program, application materials, or general information, please contact the Am

Shalom Office using the details below:

Program Name: Jeremy Levine Youth Award and Youth Engagement & Leadership Program

Email Address: amshalomyouthcommittee@gmail.com

Phone Number: 705-792-3949 (Am Shalom Office)
Application Deadline: May 30 (annually)

Program Website: https://amshalom.ca/jeremy-levine-scholarship-fund

Synagogue Website: http://amshalom.ca

We encourage all interested and eligible applicants to reach out with any
questions. The Jeremy Levine Scholarship Fund and Youth Engagement &
Leadership Program is committed to supporting every applicant through the

process with care, clarity, and respect.
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